The measurement of C-reactive protein and immune complexes in endocarditis caused by coagulase-negative staphylococci.
Coagulase-negative staphylococci are a major cause of early endocarditis following the insertion of prosthetic heart valves but rarely cause endocarditis in natural valves. From a 2-year prospective study we report seven cases: six with endocarditis related to prosthetic valves and one with endocarditis related to a natural valve. Each isolate of coagulase-negative staphylococcus was identified biochemically (six Staphylococcus epidermidis; one Staphylococcus hominis) and characterised by bacteriophage typing. Six isolates were also examined for slime production and for extracellular toxins and enzymes: all produced toxin but enzyme and slime production was variable. Concentrations of immune complexes and C-reactive protein in the serum were measured in six of the patients. Our results suggest that measuring C-reactive protein may be useful but measuring immune complexes is not helpful and takes more time.